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Imidazole and imidazolium in prebiotic synthesis

B ERIZB VT, BlRiERE H 73 8k
Z L TEIHM R HH TR E N ENOHALE L TES R,
FOBREFNSPHAED S o TETTRENIHE
LIERGT A VA F RIlho7 25TV,
I TIRY ) IV U X7 LA F FoRiEwE R Gk
LIZHEA) R &, W ODPDHEMDREDLE 572 D —

RUIMESND, EVIHIEZHVRELTETVS, Ly
L., RNA 7 =)V FIZBIFARNAOHCHEHEIZOWT
u%i@x7Vﬁ/b—U/&mMmtoL®% A
HERTHLLEZONS. BUETIEEIEFTHRLI XY
L4 K=Y Y (NTP) DT 4 )V F—% [T RNA D
HEIMTHLNT V525, AiIEYEROEIX NTP & L
TOIZINF—MHGRIIMEL L T B h oD T, &
DL YEEIEERITEEAL L TS E 2 B

COFEHALEIT) DD L LTHRIEFEH ENTWAD
BAIFVVIL (LI —VBEETANF I )
DOEETH L. KETIEATAEY N RNA BIZB T
LZOREE, i L CoOBE, FLTRRDA
T = VOHFIZOWTOERE B THNT 5.

1. RNABRRISICHE I 1IZJ UL

RIAER GBI S NMP D) » LG EAbIE A
I E o THENDLEEZLNTEY, B
THEWIZBNTY, BIZIERAKT) &) VERA Y —
YOEMETAL 7 &) YRR 2T )RSy v /3
BIZBWCREAF TV UDOA I TS = VN VL E
N7 ORPHEE LTHET LI b, ) Ut
OEHALD—oDREE L CHRTE S (X 1).

4 5

N NS
P TPoH
2 HO

M1 A3 i ERAFR I (1H-imidazol-1-y1)
phosphonic acid. SEFFIZY Y EEEN S F EF 2fLE
WZT AT VREEL TV S

E 2 AN, 2016 412 Szostak H D T )b — T 1L 2- A F
WA IF =)V EFEA L7 NMP 282 516 LT 5-
JUERIEE D LA IV T A TREE L SN/
DLDLRY), RNAMERISIZCHWONSZ L ZIRL
7. FLTC, INAEERIE 75 RNAWCHED Ao Tk
FREAL (M2, Z0—F0b &b EHFET S RNA
B (FI94<—)D3-OHIZL > THEENDL AN =R
LAEPIBLIZY. EREBLZONTEAIF V=V &

DDA IFIN T LDOHPEFLRBELETH L7290
LRI IEAHEITT 5 2 DTSN E. 20
B, ZOALAIF) T LAOMEEERLRLTVE NS
CEDS 2 AFNA I VIE2TI/IAIF Y —
WEEHZ ONTEZOND L)

ol

K2 2-AFIVAIFTIT— VDA IFY 7 ATEEL
EN72 NMP. 2 N7 RNA OFFIIGE (112 figms{k
L7 TmRY) LR ETRT 5. ETIIRL
BEFEDO RNA (7T 4 < —) D 3-OH 23—/ D) VR
IATFNVEREL, RAKRYIATFIVEEDIE,
RNA SHOMEITHOIN S,

NMP DOV VL 4 I ¥ — VFEEOHE LT
L DODVHERT HDITTAINVF—FIIAF)TH L05, 1)



5-67 (6 H)2022)

Ny 7 A 249

(O o)
- P~ O/\Q,Base
HO  OH
H
L)
/ =
N N o
NNy o)

3 THEENBHEWH A I )N VEOEB OB 7 R vy v
WROWBE ), BIFRBEECHL - FuX v -(AF V13 /) Tul
WL, A IF =PRI NE BT S,

CRFEOIETEILEERE & L TlE Sutherland 5 12 & - T
JITREND L OPHRIBENTVS Y. ZHULpH 6 ~
THREE TR Y, BT BT LR {fTbh
5.

2L, COBEIIBOWTIEATF VLYY TR (A
VYT /) AY Y)CNCH: DM SN WE D H L. 2
MIZOWTRAFHS T 280D A 4~ DT
HCN, CO, NO* (= hT v = A A F ) 28D
SN LICL o TEBNE EEZ TS Y, &
DFEREILSCRR 5 @ Figure 3 ISR SN A H ) HHETH 5
A, RS E > TAFH 7 780D EBRA 4> D
CN EEHLZZNOTE XF VT I~ CH:NH: 256 L
TCHN (VT b A F V) BT & %o T
Fe ICHM T2 L9270, TIZLH) 15 FOANF
P27 8k (D) BEA 4 Y OENALTO CN™ASREE B L
TCNCH: 26T %, LWwHdbonThsb T IZTK
BRI TOERED CN TlE R, BT O
CN"THY), ZD72012 C TlE7 { NA A FIVEEITHE
ETHEFERD. B, I OREEIRISIZE TR
HEENTWD,

CORBREIZIE, —HNMP D) v EEIEAE L
SNizd &, 201 I ¥V = ViFEE L OfEIC
BEHEDLLOT, —REKLZZEE2LTVWAEX)IIH
ZBD, AIFV) T LATHEL SN AREEIZEHERD
HAHDT, HELTIE 2\,

Szostak H D 7 Vv — 13X T O RS & 2 HET L,
DMEORWEME LT, 2273 /4358 —)VidiE
HEDIRFETIE 722 < 97T NMP IZ#5 4 L 72 IREE CfEAE
L., BEfF®D RNA @ 2-OH OEMALD 720 D &JF/ A 4+

(Mg BT AR RETH DL L R
L729.

B, i, TOAIF) T LATHEEL SN
2 DD NMP DET IV E LT GpppG (2 2D GMP A31)
VEERENLTCORDE oL D) R, Mgt E B L
TWALIRED X AT 2 8E L Tnb. ThiZX
TUSHEIZBEE D RNA SH (777 A ~—) @ 3'-OH 73K
MW E2ITWR T WEICH LI L, ZLTE8TET
GHEOFEEREH N LA, VR—ADRZOIYE
Y—=THbLTTE /) —ALN LRELEIZHE L /-LE
WHDHIEHRLET. ThiE, ZOBEIEILIIC
BROHDHLLDTHDHILEERBLTVED,

COMEMEEICBWTIX, 94— D3-0HW
M IZEMZLTHY, THIZL > T Fu s &)
BEL 2D REALESRTWEEEZONRDL. T4
~— O 3 Kifi & FE 4 OFFIEE L 72 5Tl UG B
1% 3-OH @ pKa & (ZBTEA R <, F 72, BEARDRMAR
NEL AN Lol e0 s, FEBRIEEEIZ T IV
aF L e o7 3-OH DRBBMBEOER CTHh 5 L
MmLTWw5 7,

2. FTIVITLRKEBEYMELTDAIZI )L

RNA 7 — )V R &S L 720 121345%1) R— A4
BT, oL FEE, Il L) IEs Nk
W) DI LFEMELEEZ L L TEETH 5.

T < 1851 4£ |2 Butlerov |2 & - T HCHO 7 5 ¥ A
SENb I ENRVWEENTWAY, FLVE—ANIGE
AT BN 2 OREIE Ca(OH), Z il & L, O 2%
Ca? ICEf.TAZ T N FEERAIE-Tr ) a—



250

JV7 V7 & K HOCH.CHO 284§ 4 Z & 2301 56 Kt
EEZON, LBTIVR—IVHES &8 R L CHETT
5. OIS EEOMERIC BT IThI T
THERH Y, FYBICE o THOHRTY Y K— A
BRMICEEIL I N E VI HEED S Y. 4 HORHE
D% &9 BRFAEWIC XL HHERISE LT
X, ON Tl X N5 N oA A IHEBL L 72 G
WEZHLNAL. LaL, CNIZX 2= LoD
FENGERIIBEHREIN TV RV, BF5 < OCN™Off
Mk o TTELZZ N VORIGHEDEW O TH A
I EEDbNS.

BIEOEYTIE, FT7IVY)VBOH NN DT
N AL CANKRENVREEINVET =F b L
THREAL, BB IELEEPHELL TV DLH, 20
FTIVI) VEBOFLNGEETHLT TV =
MZHEMU L &R A I35V ARAELTw S (K
4(A)). WIND 2MOREHEETHY, T b
ERoTHNNYERDL(K4B)). FTVITLD
COMWEIZTT I ) UEEORBREREIC BT XL

(A)

FRPNA
\—/

©) HO
HCHO :L
%%/N%

\—/

o é%iy% ++w/j(\m+

0]

I 4

My 7 A

HCHO

RS

(¥%3r96%

HMOENTWDEHN, £ 35 T LI2B1F5 2 OMEI,
FUR7EOTO N AL LI AT Y VRIS 2T
HPH S AR Z 52 L 2 FIH L 72 [F5RED pK. D Pz
WCHWHN 2 LR MRS ES 0,

FT I VERY A UHEE R T 505, FEORE
MTAIT )T ADIFFDORVATIVTER
HCHO 75T Fu® o 7t b v O % il 218
FEDIWeber 5D 7NV — T2 Lo THADITHLNTWA
(SCHik 11, X4(C)).

A I5) 7 MIEIAENIZ 2% D ESIES T
W7o k) ThHADH. Weber 5D 7 )V —TFIE40, (BF5H
CARWVE=ARBIZ E > THER L) Ve Faxi 7
b &7 =YY, HCHO »5H/ESL N5 #Fi % HE L
TW R 20k 20FDO 7V 75—V (1) K—
ADBAKRIZE o TESND) BRI A Vs LTl
fb&ih, 73 & HCHO & UG L CHAERT 4 %1% %
BRAGIZH WS L7z OC#k 12, X5). SR A Vi
EOBRBETA I 5 AL 72 5720, HOM
A R A AR R, BRI

HCHO

[EE—

HOj\/\OH
é%/N%
\—/

OH
Hdﬁiin
é%/N%
\—/

(A)F7V) T L (k) A5y A G OEOEMYE B) ThThhr s~k

ol (OAIFV)TLATHEINLIEVLATIVFE Fb0Y Fafd 7 b
YOER. NUUA UHEEE 2RAREDIEL TWA.

M5 A43I5) T 20ECMBENEER. 20FDTNVTIFT—= VDXL A UiEe (X
D 1) ICBWTHERYO A 350 7 A05llit & LT <



5-67 (6 H)2022)

U AR, RIS R AOREICHL A Z £V
AHN5.

3. EXRFILDOREMERK

Szathmary [ HLFED (RNA ORI & 72 2, 7 3 /R
EHREA L7 RNADRNA 7 — )V FIZBWTHEL &
EZTWAEY, TRIZLKoT, MK RNA ICIE W
it pE ) AVES N7z L w9 2 & T, Szathmary 12
oI 7 3 WA R amino acid cofactor & V9 %4
Marh2Cwh, ZOT7 I BEREELIZ/NE 7% RNA
X7 LAF By PV EHEN S DS, BEOT ~
F AR NIY7585 5T I BEOMA T IZBUKMEIC
Lo THIF Y (AGCU DNEIZBRRMEAE L, BKED
T3 REFIETH), RNA OFE O ILES OB
WHFEDT I JWBASX 7 LA F KNy BV EA LT
ETHEVHIRIEMICHET L2 EFE 2605, B
5, INERKIC, RNAIZHEICHCEmZ1T) 7200
OWREPOR L, FHRORFICEDL LH ko7 b
Bbhs.

ZLT, TOEKEOT I T IV IRNA 5 RNA
EHIFET B8 T BN BN, RSTRE O il
I RED DO R R 2 R0 & S 2 B AYH D X
%D, RNAT— IV FDOEZRTH->72RNA IZHT
L% & 2880 ATIRNA & 2 ), BB X N5 55
T LIES C RNA O F & THAEL72AY, DNA 253
BICE S TREMDE DNA ICEEER 2 HBE L,
NI EOERDEE & B E I mRNA N & &
fILLTITo 722 N5,

Szathméary @ “7 I/ WA R " OB L, White ©
HAEDOMBER ORI & 7 B FIEOMNTAX 7 L
FRFEALCT(HOHEET S)RNA LHEIES 2T L
TW/i" 3562 WEERESE, ZOHRTOF
W7 I BEEDLOTHL. WHEPICHEDHEZD
EEIALTT X BEES 2 Ho Tnp 2 L%
AEbEd L, COEZHEIERLHEEDNS.

Z995hHE, CCTHEHENDIDNP ATV U TH
b, BELLLLAF VUL Szathmary DE ) £ 2 HD
T BMNT O—o2k LT, INER RNAICHEE
L CENAKE % RNA EHEFER 2 TER L, RNA Offlt
HAERED —di 2 fHo T2 TH A ).

CAF T Y OETEMEBIZOVTIE Shen 512X -
TT) ba—A, KVAT IV Y HN=CH-NH,, BIU
HCN 2> HAEH L AR DHREIE S (M 6A), Z O KU
MWEBISEZ L Z EPEBRMICHE,IOLNTHS Y,
HBEWEOT) hO— ARV E—ARIGTIL HT
PLOBEE LW E, FLRNVLAT IV UHPALE

My 7 A 251

THbH720, HEMHERIZBW TIEERIGEZ 5T
WRWDTIE WAL W) RS H 505, FUEREHR
RIFIEDOE AR E EDOTILIPTN DS,

MEENDLL ATV Y OREDHEGROBRKIZIX
RNA i3FEM & LTidfbo Tz, —J, X (i
ENDHEHIC, SHORBTIEL RAF T VX ATP & &
AR RNV VB (PRPP) & ER & 4 5 TR
R#FEDPDPDIME—DT I VB TH L. BHIFFEN &
12, ATP ZERE T 5D THNEEDT T2 OHhD
A3V = VolEZH) O —HEHICH 2 %725
FEBIZ ) TlE AW,

PRPP 2SATP O 7 7 =Y D NI % K A K1) Kk
LT YE SN (K 6eB), ZMIZL > TNI & C6
DO TOMKSHEIRAE S, C2 & N3 DB OINT >~
ET R EET, N1 DOFRAKRY KR IVENNT &
C2 YW HNZT Y EZTONE E L) HLAS.
T7bbH, EFE® Shen HDETFTIVEIGTHW SN
FVLT IV VMR TL2LDE LTATP DT 7=
DO—FBHNENTWVAE VW LI A,

FDH%, NIOFAKR) R NVIEEGHEL, 7<F
VAR CHEREL T IV —VEBRZIEHRL, KA
RN RNVEDTERY OFGDA ¥ — VBRSO
FEWEGROTAFY )=V VR A, ZLT
TED ATP 5 4E U 72 AMP OETIET7 7= D N1 &
C2 DRI L 72D AICAR (5-7 2 / A I ¥ — )L -4-
ANVRFHIR)RXZLLFR) ELRoTHETY
VX7 VLAF ROBBICHENL, DF D, ATP O
TTFZr DA I T = VERGIR ) R— 2K Ea L%
FHA I NERLEN) LI D,

TTF=VICHELEA I TS =V ATV rDA
IV =V R WEIIZOWT, Vizquez-Salazar
LI 7T =2 O N9 MES S NIREETIE T T b o
ZRRBILENTEX T, e L THETE W0
THo LEZLTWDLY ZOZrFERD T3
T L LTOAF Yy 2kEa L7z RNA DS
DA ITV = VG TRIEZ1T->THE D, oD
BETHLLEVIEZHTLEAHL T D,

CNIEAROEZEDE 2 THHHS, Shen HDELE L
Vazquez-Salazar b DELZ L L b THh S L RD
LB TFIVIREIPPLEN->TL A, BfEO AF
VY DEARIE ATP & PRPP ZJ5E & LTWB L)
HMTRNAT =V FOREHEZRBLTWwbEEZ LN
% W RNA 77— K TORIGT SIS TIX, PRPP IZ
H LD RNA O 3- Kkt & L THIEL, ZNhdilE
MOT T XL FRHLVIEIRNADT 7=~
DONL &L L, BIEOAH & Rk UG T 1



252 FEY 7 A (%396 %
4 OH HN™ NH; 4 OH 4 OH
o~ — - HNT N7 — >~ HNT N
e /“\T/A\v/ H/A\H/A\v/
OH OH
oH on o HCN, NH;, Q
20  2H,0
— > HN > W 72 . wN OH
~H,0 =N ~H,0 =N ~HO,NH; =N NH
(B)
OH ¢
HO,,’ N e ©,
NH2 O‘ﬁ‘o NH2 O\ /()
7N 5 6\'\] O O H O N \P\Oe
s | e = ¢ ° o
aN"4 N/ 2 N N o—
| |
RibP 2 RibP U, \,Q‘OH
N\
NH, H  OH
N o OH 0 &2
¢ ] NHg _ e
N™ >N OH o O o
| | 2 o) NH, OH OH
RibP [ _ p
N o \O N
o) p) o)
OH OH - < |
N™ “NH,
RibP
(_)H o\\P/OQ (?)H o\\P/O@
— NN 0 T WYY 0P
O OH - H0 \=N OH

(A)Shen HIZ L > THESNZL AF TV U ORTEWERK. (B) BIEDKR AR KT )V AMP 205

DEAFIvDEK. A3I¥ V=7 tua—)Y) VBT THRT. RbP XY K—R5-1) VR
RAFRY KT IV AMP 1Z ATP O N1 TOFR AR R NWMLODE | ATP FDSIK L CTH L 4.

=)k ua— V) YEEEL. 72721, PRPP
SRNA O 3- KR TH L0, ER L4 I ¥ —
V) =) YlEL ) VEER L TZEDRNA D
FRMICHAE L TWAZ LIz s (M7). LiEs ik
CDF FDILT Szathmary DEF 9 "7 3/ BRAHHT I
ML 2 MiERRE R o TB Y, Toky VX7 EE
WADKETL T HEICA I )= v 7)) va— )Y Uk
MHEAF TV UANDREWSTE/2THA. Shen 5D
WA OWTIREENT2RIVAT IV OREESIE
ATP DT T oG dns 2 THRINS., £
7o, HIAEPRAERTIZEACER SN VWD) bo—
ARFERELZDIE, CAFT V)T I RRICT
5L Strecker LR H 2 T2 (6 (A)) 72012 5%
FHP)R—ZA LD 120 nwbDEHWwAZ &8
HTHAH IRI®RONLST I /EEICE TR TITK

VBNV EEZ U, THICFEET L) R— A% &
Kl 2 ez, =) vu— 2050 HOMED
R ZE)TH5S.

&
OH ¢
- \P/O/,'
A\
AN % LR
\=N  OH HO'
Base

X7 RNAD3 KigTHELLEEZONLA IF) =)L
) fa—) )y Uk

DI ATV Y ORIEWHEKIZOWTIEH
LEERBLPLEDDOHLD, A1IF)—VDFF



5.6 %5 (6 H)2022)

TlE, RERELIT) 2, —BIEEMEE L 7222, +
LbhbVAZERD LT T VLY ATy FIERE LT
DEEFFOZ LR D, HI2ETHALIZL ) A
IFZ)TNELTOMEND - 720h &) 1L
TRV, BLAFHELE LT ENIET LT
TN LADETTF T I ) VR A L7 RNA
WKEEHbo/ b Bbh s, BEOFT T IV OEAK
BT, 1-7FF T D-Fva—R 51 VERD
HIVRZNVRFEEAI LV THLET KOs ) vy HRR
L, COZEMAICHS ICHST Lo
THRLTWA, HOI VK VREL A I V%
LTwaEw) HIzBnT, HESNLEEWER
OHEFAIFVV)TLENbeRAFT Y (I Vo
DOIZT IV DRI NEDNVREZILE) ORI
TWwWbEERD, T2, "7TIBHENT LT
RNA L DOBEICBWTE, A3IF VY7L DbeA
F T EDOFREINENT LR LR,

F7 3V OREWI AR OV TIIAHO HAS W
W, AIFTIVTL - AIFTS=V(LAFTV)ED
BEICBWTOSEROMEREZ IFEL 72\,

/

1

Key words :imidazole, imidazolium, RNA world, prebiotic
synthesis, RNA elongation, thiamine, histidine,

benzoin condensation, Amadori rearrangement

Department of Chemistry, Division of Liberal Arts, Osaka
Medical College, Takatsuki 569-8686, Japan

NSV EUNES e Ge e = €

o FHAT

AR H CHE - BT REb DR L

(2022.2.9 ZA+)

My 7 A 253

X ®m

D) AT (2009) € IV X )RR 7 LA T FORIAEWI AR,
¥s 383 621-623
2) Lohrmann, R., Orgel, L.E. (1973) Prebiotic activation processes.
Nature 244, 418-420
3) Walton, T., and W. Szostak, J. (2016) A highly reactive imidazoli-
um-bridged dinucleotide intermediate in nonenzymatic RNA
primer extension. J Am Chem Soc 138, 11996-12002
4) Walton, T., and W. Szostak, J. (2017) A kinetic model of nonenzy-
matic RNA polymerization by cytidine-5'-phosphoro-2-amino-
imidazolide. Biochemistry 56, 5739-5747
5) Mariani, A., A. Russell, D., Javelle, T., and D. Sutherland, J. (2018)
A light-releasable potentially prebiotic nucleotide activating agent.
J Am Chem Soc 140, 8657-8661
6) Zhang, S.J., Duzdevich, D., and Szostak, J.W. (2020) Potentially
prebiotic activation chemistry compatible with nonenzymatic RNA
copying. J Am Chem Soc 142, 14810-14813
7) Giurgiu, C., Fang, Z., Aitken, H. R. M., Kim, S. C., Pazienza, L.,
Mittal, S., and Szostak, J. W. (2021) Structure-activity relation-
ships in nonenzymatic template-directed RNA synthesis. Angew
Chem Int Ed Engl 60, 22925-22932
8) Boutlerow, A. (1861) Formation synthétique d’une substance su-
crée. CR Acad Sci 53, 145-147
9) Ricardo, A., Carrigan, M.A., Olcott, A.N., Benner, S.A. (2004) Bo-
rate minerals stabilize ribose. Science 303, 196
10) Matsuo, H., Ohe, M., Sakiyama, F., Narita, K. (1972) A new ap-
proach to the determination of pK.’s of histidine residues in pro-
teins. J Biochem 72, 1057-1060
11) Clairmont, R. M., Bommarius, A.S., Weber, A.L. (2015) Imidazoli-
um catalysts formed by an iterative synthetic process as a model
system for chemical evolution. J Mol Evol 81, 1-9
12) Weber, A.L., Rios, A.C. (2019) Imidazolium-catalyzed synthesis of
an imidazolium catalyst. Orig Life Evol Biosph 49, 199-211
13) Szathméry, E. (1999) The origin of the genetic code: amino acids
as cofactors in an RNA world. Trends Genet 15, 223-229
14) White, H.B. (1976) Coenzymes as fossils of an earlier metabolic
state. J Mol Evol 7, 101-104
15) Shen, C., Yang, L., Miller, S. L., and Ord, J. (1990) Prebiotic syn-
thesis of histidine. J Mol Evol 31, 167-174
16) Vazquez-Salazar, A., Becerra, A., and Lazcano, A. (2018) Evolu-
tionary convergence in the biosyntheses of the imidazole moieties
of histidine and purines. PL0S One 13, ¢0196349. 723, 4i&mC
@ Fig. 3 ® PRFAR (ZT57 1T 258> CTBY, 4 35V — )
SHIA 2 #5r OFA O N=CH-NH- 2%, DL T
THTHY, PREAR DT OF (RSN RARY RV
VHETH 5.



